Induction of anaesthesia with propofol ('Diprivan') or thiopentone and interactions with suxamethonium, atracurium and vecuronium.
A randomized study involving 60 healthy patients was performed to examine the induction characteristics and the possible interactions between propofol 2.5 mg/kg or thiopentone 4 mg/kg and three neuromuscular blocking agents, suxamethonium, atracurium and vecuronium. The time of onset to maximum blockade, the degree of blockade and the duration of blockade were measured using the electromyogram. The response to each muscle relaxant was not significantly different after induction of anaesthesia by propofol or thiopentone. A decrease in arterial blood pressure which occurred after both induction agents was greater after propofol than after thiopentone P less than 0.05. There was no significant difference in the increase in heart rate which occurred after the injection of either propofol or thiopentone.